Brandon Dodge

A Halftway Decent Man

Poetizer| Publishing









Printed by Poetizer Publishing, 2024

WWWw.poetizer.com



Brandon Dodge

A Halfway Decent Man






This book is dedicated to you






Contents

Part One: Locked UpintheOpen . . . . . ... ... ..... 9
PhoneCall ... ... ... ... ...t innnenn 11
TheColorsofLife . ... ..........0..00vu... 13
Dancing Attendance . . . ... .. ... ... ... ... 15
YouSawItHereFirst . ... .................. 17
JustLike BeingThere . .. ................... 19
School-Aged Children . . . . ... ............... 21
WhatisThis? . . . . ... it ittt i, 25
SinceIKnewYou . .............0iiiiieeen. 29
Courage . . . . . o o i ittt 33
The SpiritandtheDust . . . ... ............... 35
Seeing . . . . . ... e 37
An Unexpected Arrival Leaves the Guests in Wonder . . . . . 39



FalseBeauty . . . . . ... ... ittt 41

TheBareTrees . . . . .o v v v vt i vttt 43
APlaceof NoName . . ... ... uueeeneenn 45
TheFight . . oo oottt ettt 47
Invisible Damages . . ...................... 49
InThose Moments . . . . . v v v v v v v v v v v v oeneens 51
Water Thoughts at the End of theDay . ... ......... 53
Faulty Wiring . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ... . ... 55
Happy AretheOnes . ... ................... 57
Buried AboveGround . . ... ... ... ..., 59
Locked Fromthelnside ... .................. 61
I Remember Nothing Comes Crying for Loneliness . . . . . . 65
TheFabric . .. ... ... ... 69
FortuneCookie . . . . . . . . . v i i it ittt e e ennn 71



Aiden, WelcomeHome . . . .. ... .............. 73

Behaving theSilence . . ... ... ............... 75
Daylight . . . .. ......... . .. .. 79
A Truly Wonderful Beauty . .................. 81
The Favors of a Ghostly Caregiver . . . . ... ......... 85
The WantoftheOcean. . . . ... ... .....00o.... 87
And So,isthe PictureGone? . . . . . ... ... ........ 89
OneHourSession . ..............0000..0... 91
FamiliarFaces . . . . ... ... ... .. 93
The Waves, IWait My Turn . . . ................ 95
Part Two: A Halfway DecentMan . . . . ... ......... 929
You’'ve Been HereBefore . . . . ... ... ........... 101
FilltheSpace . ... ........ .. . ... .. 103
TheOpening . . ... ... ... ... ... 105



The Pink Hotel Just DowntheHill . . ... .......... 107

Hands TiedBehind . . . . ... ... .............. 111
TheGreenDoor . .. ... ...t nnnnnnns 113
Phases . . . . . o i i i it e 115
TraceEvidence . ... ... ... ..t ininnnnn. 117
AWay . e e e e e e e e e e 119
Exhaust Fumes . . . ... ...t eeeeeeenn 121
FliesandSpiders . . . ... ... ... ... .. ..., 123
Storybook Character . . . .. ... ............... 125
ToastedBread . . . . . ... ... ... 129
TheChain. . . . . . . . . . ittt ittt it e e 131
AnotherNewDay ........................ 133
The WaitingRoom . . . . ... ................. 137
TheRain . ... .. ...t 141



Empty Parkinglot . . . ... ... ............... 145
Steaming . . .... ... ... . 0 o i i i 147
ColoringBook . ............... ... ... ..., 149
TheStillness . . . . . . v v i i it it ittt ee e 151
AHalfwayDecent Man . .. ........0000uueun. 155
Fictional . . . . . . . ... ittt i e e 159
Night Wind . . oo vvve e e e e ee i e e eeen s 163
Blairmoor . . . . . . . ... 165
Daily Thought . ... .......... ... ... ...... 169
TheCalm . . ... ... ...ttt t ittt nnnnnns 171
That Ugly Wallpaper . . . .. .................. 173
MossandBraid . . . ... ... ....... .00, 175
OnlyMe...........0. e, 177



HistoryRepeats . . ... ....... ..., 181

Backward . .. ... ... ... . i e e 183
WhoCares? . . . o v v v i ittt ettt ettt nnnnnnn 187
ME . . . e e e e e e e e e e 189
TheShow . . . . . . . . i i i i e e 193
TheBoss . . . . v v v i ittt e 195
JustBeingThere . ... ..................... 197
The Man with the Cigarette . . . . ... ... ......... 201
OldandYoung ... ............0 ... 207
TheQuietPart . . .. .. ... it ittt innnnns 211
TheWalk . . .. ... ...ttt nnnnns 215
MUurmurs . . . o v v v v v v ot ottt e ettt 219
The Unbreakable Eliot Munday: Opening Number . ... .. 221
The Unbreakable Eliot Munday: The Coat . . . . . ... ... 223






